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The Community of Inquiry in Self—study of Teacher
Education A Case Study of CITE Project

SHI Yan
Faculty of Education, Northeast Normal University, Changchun,130024, China

Abstract Self —study has became an important approach for teacher development since 1990s.
The community of inquiry is one of the implementations in practice. This type of community
enables individual thinking in deeply and widely, and offers social space for teachers’
collaboratively learning. The framework in the community of inquiry is constituted by three

elements, cognitive presence, social presence and teaching presence. Based on this framework, the

University of British Columbia in Canada has developed a new project Community of Inquiry
in Teacher Education. This project integrates teachers’ pre—training, teacher learning and practical
research of teacher educators. It presents the inquiry communities’ unique characteristics, such as
coherence, reflection and responsiveness. This project promotes the teacher development and

improve the implementations of teacher education.

Key words: teaer education; self—study; the community of inquiry
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